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(57) ABSTRACT

In a sheet processing apparatus which checks sheets and
sorts the sheets for a plurality of cassettes on the basis of the
check result and conditions for the sheets which are assigned
to the respective cassettes, conditions for sheets such as bill
types and bill states which are assigned to the respective
cassettes are displayed on a display unit. When an instruc-
tion to save these setting contents is issued while a cassette
and conditions for sheets which are displayed on the display
unit are selected, the selected conditions for sheets are
assigned to the selected cassette.
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1
SHEETS PROCESSING APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional of co-pending U.S. appli-
cation Ser. No. 14/253,591, filed on Apr. 15, 2014, which is
a divisional of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/209,566 (now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,733,553), filed Sep. 12, 2008, which is a
continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 11/223,918, filed
Sep. 13, 2005, now abandoned and for which priority is
claimed under 35 U.S.C. §120 and §121. This application is
also based upon and claims the benefit of priority under 35
U.S.C. §119 from Japanese Patent Application No. 2005-
012900, filed Jan. 20, 2005. The entire contents of each of
these applications are incorporated herein by reference in
their entireties.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a sheet processing appa-
ratus in which a plurality of sheets of a plurality of types are
loaded together, and which sorts the sheets according to
sheet types and states such as unfitness degrees or orienta-
tions, and collects the sorted sheets in a plurality of cassettes.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, a bill processing apparatus as a sheet
processing apparatus is an apparatus which sorts a plurality
of bills of a plurality of types according to conditions such
as bill type or the state of bills. Such a bill processing
apparatus has a plurality of cassettes assigned in accordance
with the conditions of bills (type or the state of bills). In the
above bill processing apparatus, a discrimination unit dis-
criminates the type or state of bills, and the respective bills
are collected in the respective cassettes on the basis of the
discrimination results.

The assignment of conditions (bill type or state) of bills to
the respective cassettes in the above bill processing appa-
ratus is preferably changed in accordance with user’s
demands or a plurality of bills to be processed as circum-
stances demand. If, for example, it is expected that a
plurality of bills to be processed will include many bills of
a specific bill type, the bill type of bills expected to be
included in large quantity is assigned to a cassette with
which an operator can easily work. This makes it possible
for the operator to easily work with the cassette which is
filled to capacity with a high frequency. If the sheet pro-
cessing apparatus is equipped with a sealing device which
seals a predetermined number of bills, the type of bills
expected to be included in large quantities in a plurality of
bills to be processed is assigned as a bill type for which
sealing is performed by the sealing device. This makes it
possible to efficiently perform processing up to the sealing
process after the sorting process with respect to bills of the
bill type to be processed in the greatest quantity.

In the conventional bill processing apparatuses, however,
the assignment of the conditions (bill type or state) of bills
to a plurality of cassettes is fixed or can be changed only by
special operation. Therefore, demands have arisen for an
apparatus which allows easy setup of the conditions of bills
to be assigned to the respective cassettes, as circumstances
require in accordance with user’s demands or a plurality of
bills to be processed.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a sheet
processing apparatus which can easily set conditions for
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2

sheets to be assigned to cassettes in accordance with user’s
demands or a plurality of sheets to be processed.

According to the present invention, there is provided a
sheet processing apparatus which checks sheets and sorts the
sheets for a plurality of cassettes on the basis of the check
result and conditions for the sheets which are assigned to the
respective cassettes, comprising a display unit which dis-
plays information indicating a condition for a sheet which is
assigned to each cassette, a first selection unit which selects
a cassette displayed by the display unit, a second selection
unit which selects a condition for a sheet which is displayed
by the display unit, and a setup unit which, when a cassette
is selected by the first selection unit and a condition for a
sheet is selected by the second selection unit, assigns the
condition selected by the second selection unit to the cas-
sette selected by the first selection unit.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice
of'the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention
may be realized and obtained by means of the instrumen-
talities and combinations particularly pointed out hereinaf-
ter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the invention, and together with the general
description given above and the detailed description of the
embodiments given below, serve to explain the principles of
the invention.

FIG. 1 is a view showing the schematic arrangement of a
bill processing system (sheet processing apparatus) accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the control system of the bill
processing system;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart for explaining the operation of
displaying a cassette setup window by a control device;

FIG. 4 is a view showing a display example of a login
window;

FIG. 5 is a view showing a display example of a super-
visor authentication window;

FIG. 6 is a view showing a display example of a menu
window for the supervisor;

FIG. 7 is a view showing a display example of a setup
window (cassette assign window) for the respective cas-
settes;

FIG. 8 is a view showing examples of bill type designa-
tion buttons and assigned state display keys;

FIG. 9 is a view for explaining information represented by
each assigned state display key;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart for explaining various types of
setup operations using the cassette assign window;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart for explaining various types of
setup operations using the cassette assign window;

FIG. 12 is a view showing a display example of a fitness
level setup window;

FIG. 13 is a view showing a display example of a preset
generation window; and

FIG. 14 is a view showing a display example of a
selection window for selecting a “preset” in an operation
sequence at the time of operation.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The best mode for executing the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the views of the
accompanying drawing.

FIG. 1 shows the schematic arrangement of a bill pro-
cessing system (sheet processing apparatus) according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

This bill processing system comprises a bill processing
apparatus body 1 and a controller 2 for operating the bill
processing apparatus body 1. The bill processing apparatus
body 1 controlled by the controller 2 may be a single
apparatus or may include a plurality of apparatuses.

The bill processing apparatus body 1 has a sorting/
collecting device 1A which sorts bills according to type or
state and collects the sorted bills for each type or state, and
a sealing device 1B which seals bills for every predeter-
mined number of bills. The above bill processing apparatus
body 1 is configured to allow an arbitrary number of sealing
devices 1B to be connected to the single sorting/collecting
device 1A.

A plurality of bills of a plurality of types are loaded
altogether into the sorting/collecting device 1A. The sorting/
collecting device 1A sorts the loaded bills according to the
type and state of the bills loaded. The sorting/collecting
device 1A conveys the sorted bills to the respective cassettes
or the sealing device 1B. The sealing device 1B collects the
bills supplied from the sorting/collecting device 1A into a
cassette and seals the bills for every predetermined number
of bills.

The controller 2 performs control on the bill processing
apparatus body 1, operation setup for the bill processing
apparatus body 1, management of data to be processed by
the bill processing apparatus body 1, or the like. The
controller 2 comprises, for example, a personal computer.
The controller 2 has a display unit, operation unit, save unit,
and the like which will be described later.

The internal arrangement of the bill processing apparatus
body 1 will be described next.

As shown in FIG. 1, the bill processing apparatus body 1
comprises the sorting/collecting device 1A and sealing
device 1B.

The sorting/collecting device 1A is provided with a load-
ing unit 4 into which a plurality of bills P are loaded. A
plurality of bills including a plurality of types are loaded
altogether into the loading unit 4. Each bill P to be loaded
into the loading unit 4 has a longitudinal direction and
widthwise direction. Each bill is loaded into the loading unit
4 with its upper or lower end in the longitudinal direction
facing downward.

The loading unit 4 has a stage 5, backup plate 6, and
pickup rollers 10. A plurality of bill P are loaded onto the
stage 5 with their upper or lower ends being brought into
contact with the stage and aligned. The backup plate 6
vertically stands on the stage 5. The backup plate 6 moves
toward the pickup rollers 10 (to the left in FIG. 1) along the
stage 5. The pickup rollers 10 comprise a pair of rollers. The
pickup rollers 10 rotate in predetermined directions to
sequentially pick up the bill P located on the left end on the
stage 5 in FIG. 1. The plurality of bills P loaded into the
loading unit 4 are, therefore, moved to the left along the
stage 5 by the backup plate 6 and pressed against the pickup
rollers 10 (pickup portion).

A conveying path 12 is provided in the subsequent stage
of the pickup rollers. The conveying path 12 comprises a
plurality of rollers 15 and conveying belts 14 and 16. The
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4

bill Pis conveyed in the conveying path 12 by the conveying
belts 14 and 16 driven by the plurality of rollers 15. The bills
P picked up by the pickup rollers 10 are sequentially
supplied into the conveying path 12. For example, the
pickup rollers 10 supply the bill P to the conveying path 12
in the widthwise direction with the upper or lower end taking
the lead. In addition, the bills P supplied onto the conveying
path 12 by the pickup rollers 10 have their obverse and
reverse surfaces randomly facing up and down. In the
arrangement example shown in FIG. 1, the pickup direction
of the bill P picked up from the loading unit 4 faces down.

A detection unit 30 is provided in the conveying path 12
extending in the subsequent stage of the pickup rollers 10.
The detection unit 30 detects characteristics of the bill P,
e.g., the bill type, obverse/reverse (front surface/back sur-
face) side, top/rear end, soil, or damage. The detection unit
30 comprises various types of sensors. The various types of
sensors provided for the detection unit 30 read various kinds
of information from the bill P conveyed in the conveying
path 12. The detection unit 30 is provided with, for example,
an image sensor which reads an image on the observer
surface of the bill P, a sensor which detects the thickness of
the bill P, and a sensor which detects a magnetic member
contained in the bill P. A determination unit (to be described
later) determines the above characteristics of the bill P on the
basis of the information read by the respective sensors of the
detection unit 30.

In the sorting/collecting device 1A shown in FIG. 1, a
plurality of bills P with their obverse and reverse surfaces
and front and rear ends been randomly directed are loaded
into the loading unit 4. Consequently, the respective bills P
pass through the detection unit 30 with their observer and
reverse surfaces and front and rear ends being randomly
directed. In this case, there are four types of directions
associated with the observe and reverse surfaces and front
and rear ends of the bill P passing through the detection unit
30. In the following description, the bill P which is picked
up with the obverse surface facing up and the upper end
facing forward in the conveying direction will be referred to
as a front/front (FF) bill; the bill P which is picked up with
the obverse surface facing up and the lower end facing
forward in the conveying direction, a front/rear (FR) bill; the
bill P which is picked up with the reverse surface facing up
and the upper end facing forward in the conveying direction,
a back/front (BF) bill; and the bill P which is picked up with
the reverse surface facing up and the lower end facing
forward in the conveying direction, a back/rear (BR) bill.
That is, the bill P passing through the detection unit 30 is
conveyed in one of these four types of postures in convey-
ance.

A plurality of gates G1 to G9 for selectively switching the
conveying direction of the bill P on the basis of the detection
results obtained by the detection unit 30 are provided on the
conveying path 12 extending in the subsequent stage of the
detection unit 30.

First of all, the gate G1 sorts the bills P into those which
can be processed in the subsequent stage and those which are
to be rejected. For example, a bill for which the detection
unit 30 determines that processing in the subsequent stage
cannot be performed is conveyed to a reject box 32 (to the
right in FIG. 1) through the gate G1. Bills for which
processing in the subsequent stage cannot be performed
include, for example, two bills which are determined as bills
picked up simultaneously, a bill determined as the one which
is skewed beyond a predetermined level, and bills which are
not determined as fit bills which can be re-circulated, such
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as unfit bills and counterfeit bills (not limited to bills). That
is, an operator can take out the bills P collected in the reject
box 32.

On the other hand, the bill P determined by the detection
unit 30 as the one for which processing in the subsequent
stage can be performed is conveyed to the gate G2 (to the left
in FIG. 1) through the gate G1. The gate G2 distributes the
bill P in accordance with the obverse/reverse surface state.
The conveying path on the downstream side of the gate G2
branches in two directions. That is, the gate G2 selectively
switches the conveying direction of the bill P to the two
directions in accordance with the obverse/reverse surface
state.

A reversing mechanism 34 (reversing unit) which reverses
the obverse and reverse surfaces of the bill P is provided on
one conveying path which branches off on the downstream
side of the gate G2. The other conveying path 36 which
branches off on the downstream side of the gate G2 is a
conveying path through which the bill P is simply made to
pass without changing the orientations of the obverse and
reverse surfaces. That is, the obverse and reverse surfaces of
the bills P can be made to face the same directions in the
subsequent stage of the gate G2.

The reversing mechanism 34 comprises of two conveyor
belts 33 and 35. The conveyor belts 33 and 35 are rotated
through 180° from the inlet to outlet to form a twisted
conveying path. Therefore, the bill P distributed to the
reversing mechanism 34 by the gate G2 is reversed. For
example, an FF bill is reversed by the reversing mechanism
34 into a BF bill with its reverse surface facing up.

Both the bill P whose obverse and reverse surfaces have
been reversed upon passing through the reversing mecha-
nism 34 and the bill P which has passed through the
conveying path 36 without passing through the reversing
mechanism 34 are fed to the gate G3 through a merging
portion 38.

The processing time (conveying time) required for the bill
P to arrive from the gate G2 to the merging portion 38
through the reversing mechanism 34 is set to be equal to the
conveying time required for the bill P to arrive from the gate
(G2 to the merging portion 38 through the conveying path 36.
This makes it possible for the bill P conveyed through the
reversing mechanism 34 and the bill P conveyed through the
conveying path 36 to pass through the merging portion 38 at
the same timing.

The gate G3 distributes the bill P passing through the
merging portion 38. The conveying path on the downstream
side of the gate G3 branches in two directions. The gate G3
selectively switches the conveying direction of the bill P to
the two directions in accordance with the type of bill P (or
state).

One conveying path which branches off on the down-
stream side of the gate G3 is a conveying path for conveying
the bill P to the sealing device 1B. The other conveying path
(horizontal conveying path) 40 which branches off on the
downstream side of the gate G3 is a conveying path for
collecting the bills P in cassettes 41 to 46 in the sorting/
collecting device 1A. Each of the cassettes 41 to 46 is
provided with a sensor which detects the presence/absence
of a bill.

The horizontal conveying path 40 which branches to the
right in FIG. 1 by the gate G3 forms a conveying path
extending in an almost horizontal direction above the plu-
rality of cassettes 41 to 46. The five gates G5 and G9, each
for distributing and collecting the bill P in a corresponding
one of the six cassettes 41 to 46, are provided on the
horizontal conveying path 40.
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The bill P selectively distributed by the gate G5 on the
most upstream side of the horizontal conveying path 40 is
collected in the cassette 41. The bill P selectively distributed
by the gate G6 is collected in the cassette 42. The bill P
selectively distributed by the gate G7 is collected in the
cassette 43. The bill P selectively distributed by the gate G8
is collected in the cassette 44. The bill P selectively distrib-
uted by the gate G9 is collected in the cassette 45 or 46.

As shown in FIG. 1, the sealing device 1B has a cassette
51, cassette 52, supply unit 53, sealing mechanism 54,
printing mechanism 55, and strap supply unit 56. The
cassettes 51 and 52 collect the bills P fed through the gate
G4. Each of the cassettes 51 and 52 is provided with a sensor
which detects the presence/absence of a bill.

The supply unit 53 supplies a predetermined number (e.g.,
100) of bills P collected in the cassette 51 or 52 to the sealing
mechanism 54. The sealing mechanism 54 seals the prede-
termined number (e.g., 100) of bills P supply by the supply
unit 53 and collected in the cassette 51 or 52 with a strap.
The printing mechanism 55 prints desired print data on a
strap used by the sealing mechanism 54. The strap supply
unit 56 supplies a strap to be used by the sealing mechanism
54.

The bills P are supplied to the sealing device 1B by the
conveying path which branches to the left in FIG. 1 by the
gate G3 of the sorting/collecting device 1A. The conveying
directions of the bills P supplied from the sorting/collecting
device 1A are selectively switched to the two directions by
the gate G4 in the sealing device 1B. The bills P which are
switched and conveyed by the gate G4 are selectively
collected in the cassette 51 or 52 in the sealing device 1B.

The bills P collected in the cassette 51 or 52 through the
gate G4 are fed to the sealing mechanism 54 by the supply
unit 53. The sealing mechanism 54 seals the predetermined
number of bills P supplied by the supply unit 53 with the
strap supplied from the strap supply unit 56. Bundles of bills
P obtained by sealing the bills P for every predetermined
number of bills are unloaded from the apparatus through a
conveyer (not shown).

Note that the sorting/collecting device 1A is configured to
supply bills of a specific bill type to the sealing device 1B
on the basis of the settings to be described later. The sealing
device 1B therefore seals bills of the specific bill type
supplied from the sorting/collecting device 1A. Bills P of
bill types other than those of specific bill type to be sealed
by the sealing device 1B are collected in one of the cassettes
41 to 46 in the sorting/collecting device 1A.

The control system of the sheet processing system will be
described next.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the control system of
the above bill processing system.

As shown in FIG. 2, the control system of the sorting/
collecting device 1A of the bill processing apparatus body 1
comprises a control unit 60, save unit 61, pickup control unit
62, conveying control unit 63, gate control unit 64, deter-
mination unit 65, and the like.

The control unit 60 controls the overall operation of the
sorting/collecting device 1A in accordance with an operation
program set in advance. The operation program to be
executed by the control unit 60 is saved in the save unit 61.
The save unit 61 is also used to save data. For example, the
save unit 61 is provided with count tables for counting the
numbers of bills collected in the cassettes 41 to 46 and
cassettes 51 and 52 of the sealing device 1B.

The pickup control unit 62 drives the pickup rollers 10
under the control of the control unit 60. The conveying
control unit 63 drives the rollers 15, etc., under the control
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of the control unit 60. The gate control unit 64 drives the
gates G1 to G3 and G5 to G9 under the control of the control
unit 60.

The determination unit 65 determines the state of the bill
P on the basis of detection results from the detection unit 30.
The determination unit 65 determines the characteristics of
the bill P by comparing the information read by the each
sensor with reference information. The determination unit
65 outputs the determination result based on the detection
results from the detection unit 30 to the control unit 60.

For example, the determination unit 65 determines the bill
type of the bill P and also determines whether the bill P is
reversed or turned upside down. The determination unit 65
determines whether the bill P is a fit or unfit bill. A fit bill is
a bill that can be re-circulated. An unfit bill is a bill that
cannot be re-circulated. That is, whether a given bill is a fit
or unfit bill is determined on the basis of the state (quality)
of the bill. The determination unit 65 determines whether a
given bill is a fit or unfit bill, on the basis of, for example,
how the bill is soiled, ripped, and creased, the paper quality
of the bill, and how much the ripped bill has been repaired
with tape or the like.

As shown in FIG. 2, the control system of the sealing
device 1B of the bill processing apparatus body 1 comprises
a control unit 70, a save unit 71, a conveying control unit 72,
a gate control unit 73, a moving mechanism 74, the sealing
mechanism 54, the printing mechanism 55, and the like.

The control unit 70 controls the overall operation of the
sealing device 1B in accordance with an operation program
set in advance. The operation program to be executed by the
control unit 70 is saved in the save unit 71. The conveying
control unit 72 drives the conveying rollers under the control
of the control unit 70. The gate control unit 73 drives the
gate G4 under the control of the control unit 60. The moving
mechanism 74 moves (conveys) a predetermined number of
sheets collected in the cassette 51 or 52 under the control of
the control unit 70.

As shown in FIG. 2, the control system of the controller
2 comprises a control unit 80, save unit 81, display unit 82,
operation unit 83, and the like.

The control unit 80 controls the overall operation of the
controller 2 in accordance with an operation program set in
advance. For example, the control unit 80 has a function of
performing various types of operation setups for the sorting/
collecting device 1A on the basis of operation instructions
from the operator. The operation program to be executed by
the control unit 80 is saved in the save unit 81. In addition,
setting information and the like for the cassettes 41 to 46 of
the sorting/collecting device 1A and the cassettes 51 and 52
of the sealing device 1B are stored in the save unit 81 in
correspondence with a “preset” (setup name) to be described
later.

The display unit 82 displays operation guidance and the
like for the operator on the basis of display control by the
control unit 80. The operation unit 83 is used by the operator
to input operation instructions. The display unit 82 com-
prises a display device and the like. The operation unit 83
comprises an input device such as a keyboard or mouse and
the like. The display unit 82 and operation unit 83 may
comprise a display device incorporating a touch panel.
Furthermore, the display unit 82 and operation unit 83 may
comprise a display device incorporating a touch panel and
an input device such as a keyboard.

Setup operation by the controller 2 for the cassettes 41 to
46, 51, and 52 of the bill processing apparatus body 1 will
be described next.
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Assume that the display unit 82 and operation unit 83
comprise a display device incorporating a touch panel, and
setup operation for the cassettes 41 to 46, 51, and 52 are
performed by a supervisor.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart for explaining how the controller 2
displays a cassette setup window. FIG. 4 is a view showing
a display example of a login window. FIG. 5 is a view
showing a display example of a supervisor authentication
window. FIG. 6 is a view showing a display example of a
menu window for a supervisor.

The control unit 80 displays a login window on the
display unit 82 (step S1). For example, as shown in FIG. 4,
the login window displays selection buttons for a supervisor
(who has the right to change settings) and an operator (who
no right of supervision). When the button for selecting the
supervision is operated on such a login window (YES in step
S2), the control unit 80 displays an authentication window
for the supervisor on the display unit 82 (step S3). For
example, as shown in FIG. 5, the supervisor authentication
window displays an input window for the ID information
and password of the supervisor.

When authentication information (ID information and
password) is input in this window, the control unit 80
determines whether or not the input authentication informa-
tion is correct (step S4). If it is determined by this determi-
nation that the input authentication information is correct
(YES in step S4), the control unit 80 displays a menu
window for the supervisor on the display unit 82 (step S5).

As shown in FIG. 6, the menu window for the supervisor
displays at least a button for selecting cassette setup (cas-
sette assign). When the button for selecting cassette setup is
input on this menu window for the supervisor (YES in step
S6), the control unit 80 displays a cassette assign window (to
be described later) on the display unit 82 (step S7). In this
cassette assign window, each cassette in the bill processing
apparatus body 1 is set up (conditions for bills to be assigned
to each cassette are set).

As described above, only a supervisor who is authenti-
cated by authentication information such as a password can
set up each cassette or set a fitness level for sorting fit and
unfit bills. That is, in the above bill processing system, bills
are sorted according to the setting contents set by the
supervisor. This can prevent a general operator (who has no
right of supervision) from changing the settings for each
cassette or the fitness level setting.

A setup window for the cassettes 41 to 46, 51, and 52 will
be described next.

FIG. 7 shows a display example of a setup window
(cassette assign window) for each cassette.

According to the display example shown in FIG. 7, the
cassette assign window comprises a setup state display
window 101, setup name display window 102, read button
103, save button 104, bill type designation buttons 111 to
117, state display icons 121 to 127, state designation button
130 (131 to 134), add button 141, delete button 142, fitness
level setup button 151, apply button 152, strapper print setup
button 153, preset button 154, return button 155, and the
like.

The display window 101 is a display area which displays
the setting information of each cassette. The display window
101 displays a list of bill types, conditions, and the like
assigned to the cassettes 41 to 46, 51, and 52. According to
the display example shown in FIG. 7, information indicating
each cassette is displayed in a left end field on the display
window 101. For example, “S1-1” indicates the cassette 51
of the sealing device 1B, and “S1-2” indicates the cassette
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52 of the sealing device 1B. In addition, “S2-1" to “S4-2”
respectively indicate the second and subsequent cassettes of
the sealing device.

FIG. 1 shows the arrangement in which one sealing device
is connected to the sorting/collecting device 1A. As
described above, however, the sheet processing system
allows a plurality of sealing devices to be connected to the
single sorting/collecting device 1A. When a plurality of
sealing devices are connected to the single sorting/collecting
device 1A, “S2-1” to “S4-2” indicate the cassettes of the
second and subsequent sealing devices.

In the example of the display window 101 shown in FIG.
7, “A” in the left end field indicates the cassette 41 in the
sorting/collecting device 1A, and “B” indicates the cassette
42 in the sorting/collecting device 1A. In the display
example shown in FIG. 7, two “A” fields are provided. This
indicates that two types of bills can be assigned to the
cassette 41. In this manner, a plurality of types of bills can
be assigned to one cassette.

Each second field from the left in the display window 101
in FIG. 7 displays information indicating a bill type assigned
to a corresponding cassette. For example, in the example of
the display window 101 shown in FIG. 7, “500 Euro” is
assigned to the cassette indicted by “S1-1” (i.e., the cassette
51) and the cassette indicated by “S1-2” (i.e., the cassette
52), “20 Euro” is assigned to the cassette indicated by “A”
(i.e., the cassette 41), and “10 Euro” is assigned to the
cassette indicated by “B” (i.e., the cassette 42).

Each third field from the left in the example of the display
window 101 shown in FIG. 7 displays information indicat-
ing a bill state as the first condition for the bill. This field
displays information indicating fit bills (Fit), unfit bills
(Unfit) or a mix of fit and unfit bills (Mix) as the first
condition for bills.

For example, in the case of the display window 101
shown in FIG. 7, “500 Euro” with “Mix” as the first
condition is assigned to the cassette indicated by “S1-1”
(i.e., the cassette 51) and the cassette indicated by “S1-2”
(i.e., the cassette 52). In addition, “20 Euro” with “mix of fit
and unfit bills (Mix)” as the first condition is assigned to the
cassette indicated by “A” (i.e., the cassette 41), and “10
Euro” with “mix of fit and unfit bills (Mix)” as the first
condition is assigned to the cassette indicated by “B” (i.e.,
the cassette 42).

Each fourth field from the left in the display window 101
in FIG. 7 displays information indicating a bill state as the
second condition for the bills. This field displays informa-
tion, as the second condition for bills, indicating whether
bills (collected in the cassette) are in the forward orientation
(Forward), the backward orientation (Backward), or a mix of
forward and backward orientations (Mix). Note that if the
sorting/collecting device 1A is provided with a mechanism
for making the orientations of bills consistent, such display
fields indicating the orientations of bills (when collected in
the cassettes) are omitted.

In the example of the display window 101 shown in FIG.
7, “500 Euro” with the first condition “mix of fit and unfit
bills (Mix)” and the second condition “mix of forward and
backward orientations (Mix)” is assigned to the cassette
indicated by “S1-1” (i.e., the cassette 51) and the cassette
indicated by “S1-2” (the cassette 52). In addition, “20 Euro”
with the first condition “mix of fit and unfit bills (Mix)” and
the second condition “mix of forward and backward orien-
tations (Mix)” is assigned to the cassette indicated by “A”
(i.e., the cassette 41), and “10 Euro” with the first condition
“mix of fit and unfit bills (Mix)” and the second condition
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“mix of forward and backward orientations (Mix)” is
assigned to the cassette indicated by “B” (i.e., the cassette
42).

Each fifth (right end) field from the left in the display
window 101 in FIG. 7 displays information indicating the
fitness level of the type of bill assigned to a corresponding
cassette. For example, in the example of the display window
101 shown in FIG. 7, level “5” is set as a fitness level for
each bill type assigned to each cassette.

The display window 102 is a display area for displaying
a setup name called a “preset”. The “preset” is the setup
name of all the setting contents like those shown in FIG. 7.
The “preset” can be changed by, for example, clicking the
right end of the display window 102.

The read button 103 is a button for instructing to read the
setting content of the “preset” displayed on the display
window 102. The save button 104 is a button for instructing
saving of the contents set by the respective types of buttons
in FIG. 7 with a “preset” (setup name) displayed on the
display window 102.

The bill type designation buttons 111 to 117 are buttons
for designating the types of bills. In the example shown in
FIG. 7, the bill type designation button 111 is a button for
designating “5 Euro”; the bill type designation button 112,
a button for designating “10 Euro”; the bill type designation
button 113, a button for designating “20 Euro”; the bill type
designation button 114, a button for designating “50 Euro™;
the bill type designation button 115, a button for designating
“100 Euro”, the bill type designation button 116, a button for
designating “200 Euro”; and the bill type designation button
117, a button for designating “500 Euro”.

When, for example, “500 Euro” is to be assigned to
“S1-17, the bill type designation button 117 is selected while
the field of “S1-1” is in the selected state (highlighted state),
as shown in FIG. 7. With this operation, “500 Euro” bills are
assigned to the cassette indicated by “S1-1.

The state display icons 121 to 127 display how bills are
assigned to the cassettes 41 to 46 in the sorting/collecting
device 1A in accordance with the type and state of the bills.
In the example shown in FIG. 7, the display icon 121
indicates the assignment of “5 Euro”; the display icon 122,
the assignment of “10 Euro”; the display icon 123, the
assignment of “20 Euro”™; the display icon 124, the assign-
ment of “50 Euro”; the display icon 125, the assignment of
“100 Euro”; the display icon 126, the assignment of “200
Euro”; and the display icon 127, the assignment of “500
Euro”.

For example, FIG. 8 shows examples of the bill type
designation buttons 111 to 117 and state display icons 121 to
127. FIG. 9 is a view for explaining the information repre-
sented by each of the state display icons 121 to 127. As
shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, the state display icons 121 to 127
respectively comprise icons 121a to 1274 indicating how fit
bills in the forward orientation (fit and forward) are
assigned, icons 1215 to 1275 indicating how unfit bills in the
forward orientation (unfit and forward) are assigned, icons
121¢ to 127¢ indicating how fit bills in the backward
orientation (fit and backward) are assigned, and icons 1214
to 1274 indicating how unfit bills in the backward orienta-
tion (unfit and backward) are assigned. Therefore, the state
display icons 121 to 127 indicate the cassettes 41 to 46 to
which corresponding bill types are assigned under the four
conditions.

The state designation button 130 comprises the fit bill
button 131, unfit bill button 132, forward orientation button
133, and backward orientation button 134. The fit bill button
131 is a button for designating a fit bill (fit) as a condition
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for a bill. The unfit bill button 132 is a button for designating
an unfit bill (unfit) as a condition for a bill. The forward
orientation button 133 is a button for designating a forward
orientation (forward) as a condition for a bill. The backward
orientation button 134 is a button for designating a backward
orientation (backward) as a condition for a bill.

The add button 141 is a button for instructing adding of
a condition (bill type or bill state) for bills assigned to a
selected cassette. The delete button 142 is a button for
instructing deleting of a condition (bill type or bill state) for
bills assigned to a selected cassette.

The fitness level setup button 151 is a button for instruct-
ing to change the threshold for determining whether each
bill is a fit or unfit bill. The apply button 152 is a button for
instructing to apply the setting contents displayed on the
window. The strapper print setup button 153 is a button for
instructing to set contents to be printed on a strap with which
a predetermined number of bills are bundled by the sealing
device 1B. The preset button 154 is a button for instructing
setting of a setup name as a “preset”. The return button 155
is a button for instructing returning to previous operation.

A setup sequence based on the above cassette assignment
window will be described next.

FIGS. 10 and 11 are flowcharts for explaining various
types of setup operations using the cassette assignment
window shown in FIG. 7. Assume that the display unit 82
and operation unit 83 comprise a display device incorporat-
ing a touch panel. Assume therefore that the various types of
buttons shown in FIG. 7 are displayed on the screen of the
display device in a state wherein the supervisor can input
instructions using the touch panel.

The supervisor designates a “preset” (setup name) for
setup with the display window 102. When the “preset”
(setup name) is designated (YES in step S11), the control
unit 80 displays the designated setup name called a “preset”
in the display window 102 (step S12). In this state, when the
read button 103 is operated (YES in step S13), the control
unit 80 reads the setting contents saved in the save unit 81
in accordance with the “preset” displayed in the display
window 102 (step S14).

The setting contents of the designated “preset” which are
read in this manner are displayed in the cassette assignment
window shown in FIG. 7. If the “preset” is not designated
and the read button 103 is not operated, the control unit 80
reads the setting contents of the “preset” as default settings.
In this case, the setting contents of the “preset” as the default
settings are displayed as a cassette assignment window on
the display unit 82.

When the setting contents of the “preset” are read, the
supervisor makes various settings by using the various types
of buttons and the like shown in FIG. 7. When, for example,
a bill type is to be designated, the supervisor touches one of
the bill type designation buttons 111 to 117 which corre-
sponds to the desired bill type. For example, every time each
of'the bill type designation buttons 111 to 117 is touched, the
selected state and unselected state are switched. When the
supervisor touches any one of the bill type designation
buttons 111 to 117 which corresponds to the desired bill type
(YES in step S15), the control unit 80 sets the bill type
corresponding to one of the bill type designation buttons 111
to 117 which is touched by the supervisor in the selected or
unselected state (step S16).

When a bill state is to be designated, the supervisor
designates a desired state by selectively touching the fit bill
button 131, unfit bill button 132, forward orientation button
133, and backward orientation button 134 of the state
designation button 130. Every time the fit bill button 131,
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unfit bill button 132, forward orientation button 133, or
backward orientation button 134 is touched, the selected and
unselected states are switched. When the supervisor selec-
tively selects the fit bill button 131, unfit bill button 132,
forward orientation button 133, or backward orientation
button 134 (YES in step S17), the control unit 80 sets one
of the fit bill button 131, unfit bill button 132, forward
orientation button 133, and backward orientation button 134
which is touched by the supervisor in the selected or
unselected state (step S18).

When a cassette is to be designated, the supervisor
touches a display field corresponding to a desired cassette in
the display window 101. Every time the display field for
each cassette in the display window 101 is touched, the
highlighted state (selected state) and unhighlighted (unse-
lected state) are switched. When the supervisor touches the
display field for the desired cassette (YES in step S19), the
control unit 80 sets the cassette corresponding to the display
field touched by the supervisor in the selected or unselected
state (step S20).

When a bill type (one of the bill type designation buttons),
a bill state (one of the state designation buttons), and a
cassette (one of the display fields for the respective cas-
settes) are selected, the control unit 80 makes the input to the
add button 141 valid. That is, upon determining that a
cassette, a bill type, and a state are selected, the control unit
80 accepts the input to the add button 141. On the other
hand, upon determining that any one of a cassette, a bill type,
and a state is not selected, the control unit 80 makes the input
to the add button 141 invalid.

When the supervisor touches the add button 141 while a
cassette (one of the display fields for the respective cas-
settes), a bill type (one of the bill type designation buttons),
and a bill state (one of the state designation buttons) are
selected (YES in step S21), the control unit 80 displays
information indicating the bill type selected by one of the
bill type designation buttons 111 to 117 and information
indicating the state selected by the state designation button
130 in the display field for the cassette in the selected state
in the display window 101 (step S22).

This means that the bill type selected by one of the bill
type designation buttons 111 to 117 and the state selected by
the state designation button 130 are assigned to the cassette
in the selected display field in the display window 101. That
is, when the add button 141 is operated, the control unit 80
adds, to the cassette in the selected state in the display
window 101, the bill type and the bill state as conditions for
bills to be collected.

The control unit 80 also determines whether or not to add
a new display field to the cassette to which the conditions for
bills to be collected are added in step S22 (step S23). The
newly added display field for the cassette is to set another
condition for the cassette to which the conditions for bills to
be collected are added in step S22. Assume that a plurality
of conditions (bill type and state) can be set for each of the
cassettes 41 to 46 in the sorting/collecting device 1A. In this
case, the control unit 80 determines whether or not the
cassette to which setting contents are added (or changed) in
step S22 is one of the cassettes in the sorting/collecting
device 1A, thereby determining whether or not to add the
new display field.

Upon determining that the new display field is to be added
to the cassette to which the conditions for bills to be
collected are added in step S22 (YES in step S23), the
control unit 80 adds the new display field for the cassette.
The display field to be newly added is, for example, dis-
played (inserted) immediately below the display field for the
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cassette for which the conditions for bills to be collected are
displayed in step S22 (step S24).

When the supervisor touches the delete button 142 while
a cassette (one of the display fields for the respective
cassettes) is selected (YES in step S25), the control unit 80
clears the information indicating the bill type and the
information indicating the bill state which are displayed in
the display field of the cassette in the selected state in the
display window 101 (step S26). This means that the setting
contents for the cassette in the selected display field in the
display window 101 are deleted.

When the supervisor touches the fitness level setup button
151 (YES in step S27), the control unit 80 displays a fitness
level setup window for changing the threshold (fitness level)
for determining whether a bill is a fit or unfit bill (step S28).
In accordance with information designated by the supervisor
in this fitness level setup window, the control unit 80
performs setup processing for a threshold (fitness level) for
determining whether a bill is a fit or unfit bill (step S29). The
fitness level setup window and fitness level setup processing
will be described in detail later.

When the supervisor touches the preset button 154 (YES
in step S30), the control unit 80 displays a preset setup
window for setting a setup name (title) for the saving of
setting contents as a “preset” (step S31). In accordance with
the information designated by the supervisor in this preset
setup window, the control unit 80 performs setup processing
for a “preset” for saving setting contents (step S32). The
preset setup window and preset setup processing will be
described in detail later.

When the supervisor touches the apply button 152 (YES
in step S33), the control unit 80 performs processing of
applying the setting contents displayed in the window as
new setting contents (step S34).

When the supervisor touches the strapper print setup
button 153 (YES in step S35), the control unit 80 displays
a strapper print setup window for setting contents to be
printed on a strap with which a predetermined number of
bills are bundled in the sealing device 1B. In accordance
with the information designated by the supervisor in the
strapper print setup window, the control unit 80 performs
setup processing of setting contents to be printed on a strap
(step S36).

When the supervisor touches the save button 104 (YES in
step S37), the control unit 80 saves the setting contents in the
save unit 81 (step S38). That is, when the save button 104
is operated, the control unit 80 saves the setting contents
displayed in the cassette assignment window in the save unit
81 with the designated “preset”. When the supervisor
touches the return button 155 (YES in step S39), the control
unit 80 closes the cassette assignment window shown in
FIG. 7 which is displayed on the display unit 82 described
above.

In the above cassette assignment window, bill types and
bill states of bills to be assigned to the respective cassettes
and the like are displayed in the form of graphical operation
buttons. This makes it easy to set up the respective cassettes.

In addition, in the above cassette assignment window,
when one condition is assigned to one cassette, a display
field for setting another condition is displayed for the
cassette. This makes it possible to set a plurality of condi-
tions (a bill type and a bill state) for one cassette and allows
easy checks of the plurality of conditions set for one
cassette.

The above cassette assignment window allows easy
assignment of cassettes to the respective bill types and
displays the cassettes assigned to the respective bill types or
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the conditions for bills assigned to the respective cassettes so
as to allow easy visual checking thereof. This makes it
possible to reliably set the assignment of cassettes to the
respective bill types and hence to prevent bills of a specific
type from being rejected because of an assignment error.

A specific example of a setup sequence based on the
above cassette assignment window will be described next.

A first specific example of the setup sequence will be
described first.

As the first specific example, a sequence of assigning “20
Euro” and “10 Euro” to the cassette indicated by “A” (the
cassette 41 of the sorting/collecting device 1A) will be
described. Assume that all the state designation buttons 131
to 134 are set in the selected state according to the default
settings (“Mix” is selected as both the first and second
conditions as the condition for bills).

In this case, the supervisor selects the bill type designation
button 113 for designating “20 Euro” as a bill type. If, for
example, the bill type designation buttons 111 to 117 are set
in the unselected state, the supervisor touches only the bill
type designation button 113. The control unit 80 then sets the
bill type designation button 113 for designating “20 Euro”,
which is displayed on the display unit 82, in the selected
state. When the supervisor touches the field (line) of the
cassette indicated by “A” in this state, the control unit 80 sets
the field of the cassette indicated by “A” in the highlighted
state (selected state).

When the supervisor touches the add button 141 while the
display fields of the bill type and cassette are selected, the
control unit 80 displays (adds) “20 Euro” in the field of the
cassette indicated by “A”. In this sequence, “20 Euro™ bills
are assigned to the cassette indicated by “A”.

As described above, a plurality of conditions can be set as
conditions for bills to be collected with respect to the
cassettes 41 to 46 of the sorting/collecting device 1A. For
this reason, the control unit 80 displays “20 Euro” in the field
of'the cassette indicated by “A” in the selected state, and also
displays the new field (line) of the cassette indicated by “A”.

If <10 Euro” is to be assigned to the cassette indicated by
“A” as well as “20 Euro”, the supervisor selects the bill type
designation button 112 for designating “10 Euro™. If, for
example, all the bill type designation buttons 111 to 117 are
set in the unselected state, the supervisor touches the bill
type designation button 112. The control unit 80 then sets the
bill type designation button 113 for designating “10 Euro” in
the selected state. Note that when the bill type designation
button 112 is touched, the control unit 80 may set the bill
type designation button 112 in the selected state while
setting the remaining bill type designation buttons in the
unselected state.

When the supervisor touches the newly added field of the
cassette indicated by “A” (the field in which “20 Euro” is not
registered) in this state, the control unit 80 sets the newly
added field of the cassette indicated by “A” in the high-
lighted state (selected state).

When the supervisor touches the add button 141 while the
display field of the bill type and newly added cassette are in
the selected state, the control unit 80 displays “10 Euro” in
the newly added field (line) of the cassette indicated by “A”
in the selected state. When a condition for bills to be
collected can be set (three or more conditions can be set for
one cassette), the control unit 80 adds a new field (line) for
the cassette indicated by “A”.

In the above sequence, “20 Euro” bills and “10 Euro” bills
are assigned to the cassette indicated by “A”. As a result, 10
Euro bills and 20 Euro bills are collected in the cassette 41
as the cassette indicated by “A”. According to the above
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sequence as the first specific example, bills with a plurality
of different conditions can be easily assigned to one cassette
41 (the cassette indicated by “A”).

Note that selection of a cassette by the display fields of the
respective cassettes, selection of a bill type by the bill type
designation buttons, and selection of a bill state by the state
designation buttons may be done in an arbitrary order.

A second specific example of the setup sequence will be
described next.

As the second specific example, a sequence of assigning
“20 Euro” fit bills (Fit) to “S1-1” and “S1-2” (cassettes 51
and 52 of the sealing device 1B) and assigning “20 Euro”
unfit fills to the cassette indicated by “B” (the cassette 42 of
the sorting/collecting device 1A) will be described.

In this case, first of all, the supervisor sets the bill type
designation button 113 for designating “20 Euro” as a bill
type in the selected state. If, for example, the bill type
designation buttons 111 to 117 are in the unselected state, the
supervisor touches the bill type designation button 113. The
control unit 80 then sets the bill type designation button 113
for designating “20 Euro” displayed on the display unit 82
in the selected state.

The supervisor also sets the fit bill button 131 for desig-
nating “fit” as a bill state in the selected state, and sets the
unfit bill button 132 in the unselected state. Assume that in
the default state, all the fit bill button 131, unfit bill button
132, forward orientation button 133, and backward orienta-
tion button 134 as the state designation button 130 are in the
selected state. In this case, the supervisor touches the unfit
bill button 132. The control unit 80 then cancels the selected
state of the unfit bill button 132 (sets the unfit bill button 132
in the unselected state). This means that the buttons of the
state designation button 130 other than the unfit bill button
132 (the fit bill button 131, forward orientation button 133,
and backward orientation button 134) are set in the selected
state.

When the supervisor touches the field (line) of the cassette
indicated by “S1-1” on the display window 101, the control
unit 80 sets the field of the cassette indicated by “S1-1” in
the highlighted state (selected state). When the supervisor
touches the add button 141 while the display fields of the bill
type and bill state (fit) are in the selected state, the control
unit 80 displays “20 Euro” and “Fit (fit bill)” in the field of
the cassette indicated by “S1-1".

In the display field (line) of the cassette indicated by
“S1-17, “20 Euro” is displayed as a bill type, and “Fit”
indicating fit bills is displayed, instead of “Mix” indicating
the mix of fit and unfit bills, by the above sequence. In this
case, as information indicating the orientations of bills, both
the forward orientation and the backward orientation are
selected, i.e., the mix of the forward orientation and the
backward orientation (Mix) is set.

In this case, the selected cassette is not any of the cassettes
in the sorting/collecting device 1A but is the cassette 51 in
the sealing device 1B. For this reason, the control unit 80
adds no new display field for the cassette indicated by
“S1-1”.

In addition, bills with different conditions (bill type and
bill state) can be assigned to the cassette 51 (cassette
indicated by “S1-1") and cassette 52 (cassette indicated by
“S1-2”) in the sealing device 1B. In general, however, bills
with the same conditions (bill type and bill state) are
assigned to the cassette 51 (cassette indicated by “S1-17)
and cassette 52 (cassette indicated by “S1-2”) in the sealing
device 1B. This is because while bills collected in one
cassette are sealed, bills are collected in the other cassette.
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When bills with the same conditions (bill type and bill
state) are to be assigned to the cassette 51 (cassette indicated
by “S1-1”) and cassette 52 (cassette indicated by “S1-2”) in
the sealing device 1B, bills with the same conditions as those
for “S1-1” are assigned to “S1-2” by a sequence similar to
the above setup for “S1-1”.

With this operation, “20 Euro” is displayed as a bill type
in the display fields (lines) of the cassettes indicated by
“S1-1” and “S1-2”, and “Fit” indicating fit bills is displayed
in the display fields, instead of “Mix” indicating the mix of
fit and unit bills.

When “20 Euro” is to be assigned to the cassette indicated
by “B”, the supervisor selects the bill type designation
button 113 for designating “20 Euro” as a bill type. If, for
example, the bill type designation buttons 111 to 117 are set
in the unselected state, the supervisor touches only the bill
type designation button 113. The control unit 80 then sets the
bill type designation button 113 for designating “20 Euro” in
the selected state.

The supervisor also sets the unfit bill button 132 for
designating “unfit” as a bill state in the selected state, and
sets the fit bill button 131 in the unselected state. Assume
that in the default state, all the fit bill button 131, unfit bill
button 132, forward orientation button 133, and backward
orientation button 134 as the state designation button 130 are
in the selected state. In this case, the supervisor touches the
fit bill button 131. The control unit 80 then cancels the
selected state of the fit bill button 131 (sets the fit bill button
131 in the unselected state). This means that the buttons of
the state designation button 130 other than the fit bill button
131 (the unfit bill button 132, forward orientation button
133, and backward orientation button 134) are set in the
selected state.

When the supervisor touches the field (line) of the cassette
indicated by “B” on the display window 101, the control unit
80 sets the field of the cassette indicated by “B” in the
highlighted state (selected state). When the supervisor
touches the add button 141 in this state, the control unit 80
displays “20 Euro” and “Unfit (unfit bill)” in the field of the
cassette indicated by “B”.

With this operation, in the display field (line) of the
cassette indicated by “B”, “20 Euro” is displayed as a bill
type, and “Unfit” indicating unfit bills is displayed, instead
of “Mix” indicating the mix of fit and unfit bills.

According to the above sequence of the second specific
example, 20 Euro fit bills can be easily assigned to the
cassette 51 (cassette indicated by “S1-1”) and cassette 52
(cassette indicated by “S1-2”) of the sealing device 1B, and
20 Euro unfit bills can be easily assigned to the cassette 42
(cassette indicated by “B”) of the sorting/collecting device
1A.

Fitness level setting will be described next.

A fitness level is a threshold for sorting bills into fit bills
and unfit bills. In an operation form of the sheet processing
system, it is preferable to set a fitness level for each bill type.
For this reason, the sheet processing system is configured to
set a fitness level for each bill type. This is because it is
required to sort bills into fit and unfit bills with different
levels according to users, the application purposes of bills to
be re-circulated, or bill types.

FIG. 12 shows a display example of the fitness level setup
window.

As described above, when the supervisor touches the
fitness level setup button 151 on the cassette assign window,
the control unit 80 displays a fitness level setup window like
that shown in FIG. 12. The fitness level setup window shown
in FIG. 12 is provided with a common setup button 161, an
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individual setup button 162, a decision button 163, a return
button 164, a plurality of minus buttons 170a, 171a, . . .,
177a, and plus buttons 1706, 1715, . . . , 1775.

The common setup button 161 is a button for setting a
fitness level common to all bill types. The individual setup
button 162 is a button for setting a fitness level for each bill
type. The decision button 163 is a button for confirming the
setting contents displayed on the window. The return button
164 is a button for instructing to return to the previous
window (cassette assign window).

When a fitness level for the respective bill types is to be
designated at once on the fitness level setup window shown
in FIG. 12 (a fitness level common to the respective bill
types is to be designated), the supervisor touches the com-
mon setup button 161. When the common setup button 161
is touched, the control unit 80 sets the common setup button
161 in the selected state to make it possible to set a fitness
level common to the respective bill types.

While the common setup button 161 is in the selected
state, the supervisor designates (inputs) a fitness level com-
mon to the respective bill types by operating the minus
button 170a and plus button 1705. The value designated by
the supervisor with the minus button 170a and plus button
1704 is displayed as a fitness level value common to the
respective bill types.

When a fitness level is to be designated for each bill type
on the fitness level setup window shown in FIG. 12, the
supervisor touches the individual setup button 162. When
the individual setup button 162 is touched, the control unit
80 sets the individual setup button 162 in the selected state
to make it possible to designate a fitness level for each bill
type.

While the individual setup button 162 is in the selected
state, the supervisor designates (inputs) a fitness level value
for 5 Euro (10 Euro, 20 Euro, 50 Euro, 100 Euro, 200 Euro,
and 500 Euro) by operating the minus button 171a (172a,
173a,174a, 175a, 1764, and 177a) and the plus button 1715
(1726, 173b, 174b, 175b, 1765, and 177b). The values
designated by the supervisor are then displayed as fitness
level values for the respective bill types in correspondence
with the respective bill types.

According to the above fitness level setup window, a
fitness level can be easily set for each bill type. This makes
it possible for the sheet processing system to sort bills into
fit and unfit bills according to different thresholds for the
respective bill types. In addition, the above fitness level
setup window makes it possible to set a fitness level for each
bill type and set a fitness level common to a plurality of bill
types at once. Therefore, a fitness level can be easily set in
accordance with a demand from the user of the sheet
processing system.

Preset setup will be described next.

As described above, setting contents such as settings for
the respective cassettes set on the cassette assign window or
the fitness level value set on the fitness level setup window
and the like are saved in correspondence with a setup name
called a “preset”. That is, in the bill processing system,
setting contents such as settings for the respective cassettes
and a fitness level setting for each bill type can be saved as
a plurality of patterns by a plurality of “presets”.

These “presets” can be selected on, for example, the
above cassette assign window. The setting contents of each
such a “preset” can be easily changed (saved) and called. For
example, during the operation of the bill processing system,
a plurality of “presets” are selected by an operator (not
limited to a supervisor) in accordance with the states of bills
to be processed and the application purposes of bills after the
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processing. When the operator selects a desired “preset”, the
bill processing system reads the setting contents of the
selected “preset” and performs operation setup for each
component. Saving various types of setting contents corre-
sponding to application purposes as a plurality of “presets”
makes it possible to facilitate operation in accordance with
application purposes and to make detailed setting in advance
in accordance with application purposes.

FIG. 13 is a view showing a display example of a preset
generation window.

A preset (setup name) like that described above is gen-
erated by the supervisor on a preset generation window like
that shown in FIG. 13. When, for example, the supervisor
touches the preset button 154 on the cassette assign window
shown in FIG. 7, the control unit 80 displays a preset
generation window like that shown in FIG. 13.

The preset generation window shown in FIG. 13 displays
a keyboard window 180, display window 181, display
window 182, add button 183, delete button 184, return
button 185, and the like. The keyboard window 180 has a
plurality of buttons for inputting a “preset” (setup name).
For example, the keyboard window 180 has a plurality of
buttons for inputting numbers, symbols or characters. In the
display example in FIG. 13, a ten-key pad is displayed as the
keyboard window 180.

The display window 181 is an area which displays the
“preset” input through the keyboard window 180. The
display window 182 is an area which displays the “preset”
selected from “presets” set in advance. The add button 183
is a button for instructing to register the “preset” displayed
on the display window 181. The delete button 184 is a button
for instructing to delete a selected “preset”. The return
button 185 is a button for instructing to return the display
window to the previous window (e.g., the cassette assign
window).

When, for example, a “preset” is to be generated, the
supervisor touches the preset button 154 on a cassette assign
window like that shown in FIG. 7. The control unit 80 then
displays a preset generation window like that shown in FIG.
13. When the preset generation window is displayed, the
supervisor inputs a name as a “preset” (setup name) through
the keyboard window 180. The name input as a “preset”
through the keyboard window 180 is displayed on the
display window 181. When the supervisor touches the add
button 183 in this state, the control unit 80 registers the name
displayed on the display window 181 as a “preset”.

On a preset generation window like that described above,
the supervisor can generate a “preset” with an arbitrary
name. This makes it easy to register a plurality of “presets”.
Setting contents of a plurality of patterns can registered with
a plurality of “presets”. In addition, since a plurality of
“presets” can be registered with arbitrary names, a “preset”
of'setting contents suitable for an application purpose can be
easily selected from the names of the respective “presets” at
the time of operation.

An operation sequence at the time of operation will be
described next.

An operation sequence for selecting a “preset” and
executing processing for bills will be described below.

This bill processing system is configured to process bills
on the basis of the setting contents saved with a “preset” like
that described above. In general, an operator who has no
right of supervision can execute processing for bills. There-
fore, the operator designates one of a plurality of “presets”
set in advance by using the display unit 82 and operation unit
83 of the controller 2. In response to this operation, the bill
processing system reads the setting contents of the “preset”
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selected by the operator and sets up the respective compo-
nents. When the operator issues an instruction to start
processing in this state, the bill processing system executes
processing for bills on the basis of the read setting contents
of the “preset”.

FIG. 14 is a view showing a display example of a
selection window for allowing the operator who is to start
processing for bills to select a “preset”.

A preset selection window like that shown in FIG. 14
allows the operator who has no right of supervision to
operate. When, for example, the operator who has no right
of supervision logs in on a login window like that shown in
FIG. 4, the preset selection window shown in FIG. 14 is
displayed.

The preset selection window shown in FIG. 14 displays a
keyboard window 191, display window 192, start button
193, return button 194, and the like. On the keyboard
window 191, a ten-key pad is displayed as a keyboard. The
display window 192 is an area which displays a selected
“preset”. In the example of the display window 192 shown
in FIG. 14, a switching button 192a is displayed on an end
portion of the display area.

The start button 193 is a button for instructing to process
bills on the basis of the setting contents of the “preset”
displayed on the display window 192. The return button 194
is a button for returning the display window to the previous
window (e.g., the login window).

When, for example, the switching button 192a is touched,
the control unit 80 displays a list of “presets” (setup names)
set in advance and saved in the save unit 81. The operator
touches a desired one of the “presets” displayed in the list in
this manner. When one of the “presets” displayed in the list
is touched, the control unit 80 displays the “preset” selected
by the operator in the display area of the display window
192. At this time, the list of “presets” displayed on the
window may be cleared. With this operation, a “preset” is
selected on the preset selection window shown in FIG. 14.

When the operator touches the start button 193 in this
state, the control unit 80 reads the setting contents of the
selected “preset”. In this case, the control unit 80 sets up the
respective components on the basis of the setting contents of
the “preset”. When the setup of the respective components
based on the selected “preset” is complete, the control unit
80 picks up the bills set in the pickup portion one by one and
executes processing for the bill. This makes it possible to
easily read the setting contents saved in the “preset” and
easily perform collection processing in accordance with the
setting contents.

In general, it is inconvenient to mix bills of a plurality of
types in one sealed bundle. For this reason, a “preset” cannot
be changed (selected) on the preset selection window shown
in FIG. 14 unless at least all the bills in the cassettes 51 and
52 of the sealing device 1B are removed. In addition, the
presence/absence of a bill in each cassette is detected by a
sensor (not shown) provided for each cassette.

As described above, the bill processing system of this
embodiment has the determination unit which checks a bill
type and bill state and the plurality of cassettes in which the
bills checked by the determination unit are collected. When
a cassette and a bill type and bill state (unfitness degree or
orientation) for bills to be collected in the cassette are
selected on the graphical setup window displayed by the
display unit, setup is performed to collect bills satisfying the
selected conditions in the cassette. This makes it easy to set
conditions for bills to be collected in each cassette.

When one condition is designated for one cassette on the
above setup window, an operation means for designating
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another condition for the cassette is added to the setup
window. This makes it possible to assign bills of a plurality
of conditions such as a bill type and bill state to one cassette.

The setting contents set on the above setup window are
saved with a plurality of “presets” (setup names) designated
by the operator who has made the setting contents. The
setting contents saved with these “presets” are then read on
the basis of the selection of a “preset” by the operator to set
up the respective components in the bill processing system.
This makes it possible to save a plurality of setting contents
corresponding to a plurality of application purposes in
correspondence with “presets”, and to easily and quickly
perform setup in accordance with an application purpose at
the time of operation of the bill processing system.

When an operation button for setting a threshold (fitness
level) for determining whether a bill is a fit or unfit bill is
operated on the above setup window, the fitness level setup
window for setting a fitness level for each bill type is
displayed, and a fitness level for each bill type which is
designated on the fitness level setup window is saved as one
setting content. This makes it possible to sort bills of each
type into fit bills and unfit bills with a level corresponding
to the request from the user side.

In addition, the above setup window displays a list of
cassettes and conditions for bills, e.g., a bill type, fit bills,
unfit bills, forward orientation, and backward orientation,
which are assigned to each cassette in the list are displayed.
This makes it easy to visually check conditions for bills
which are assigned to each cassette.

In addition, on the above setup window, information
indicating cassettes to which bills are assigned are displayed
in the display fields indicating bill types and bill states such
as fit bills, unfit bills, forward orientation, and backward
orientation. This makes it easy to visually check cassettes to
which bills of the respective types are assigned.

Furthermore, the above setup window is displayed only
when the person who is operating the system is authenti-
cated as a person who has the right of supervision by
authentication information. This can prevent any unauthor-
ized change in setting contents and can prevent any operator
who has no right of supervision from easily changing
settings.

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in
its broader aspects is not limited to the specific details and
representative embodiments shown and described herein.
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. A bill processing apparatus, comprising:

one or more strapping devices, each strapping device
including one or two sheet collectors;

a sorting device, coupled to the strapping devices, and
including a plurality of sheet collectors, the sorting
device configured to check a bill type, a fit/unfit state,
and to sort the bills into the sheet collectors of the
sorting device and the strapping device; and

a display unit configured to display information in a
window format regarding the strapping device sheet
collectors and the sorting device sheet collectors and
associated conditions, including the bill type, fit/unfit
state, for each bill to be received in each of the
strapping device sheet collectors and the sorting device
sheet collectors,

wherein the sorting device comprises:
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a first selection which enables selection of one of the
sheet collectors from the strapping device sheet
collectors or the sorting device sheet collectors that
are displayed in a window of the display unit;

a second selection which selects one of the bill types 5
that are displayed in a window of the display unit, as
one of the conditions for each bill to be received in
the selected strapping device sheet collector or
selected sorting device sheet collector as selected by
the first selection; and 10

a third selection which enables adjustment of fit/unfit
state thresholds that are displayed in a window of the
display unit, as one of the conditions for each bill to
be received in the selected strapping device sheet
collector or selected sorting device sheet collector, 15
the fit/unfit state thresholds determining whether
each bill is a fit or unfit bill, and

wherein the strapping device further comprises:

a strapper setting unit which, in response to the first
selection selecting one of the strapping device sheet 20
collectors, enables setting of contents to be printed
on a strap via a window of the display unit, the
printed strap being used to bundle a predetermined
number of bills during a strapping operation.
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